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Eric A. Houck, Ph.D. 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Eric A. Houck is an Associate Professor at the University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill School of Education, where he teaches in the Policy, Leadership, 

and School Improvement; K-12 Leadership; School Administration; and 

Human and Organizational Leadership Development programs. A recognized 

authority on education finance, his research examines how teachers and 

students are allocated across schools and districts, with particular attention to 

salary structures, student assignment policies, state funding formulas, and 

school district efficiency. 

Houck is a coauthor of one of the leading school finance textbooks, Financing 

Education in a Climate of Change, and coeditor of Funding Public Schools in the United 

States, Indian Country, and US Territories. His work has appeared in the Journal of 

Education Finance, the Peabody Journal of Education, Education and Urban Society, and Leadership and Policy in Schools, 

among others. He received the National Education Finance Academy’s Journal of Education Finance 

Scholarly Paper Award in 2021 and was named a Distinguished Research and Practice Fellow by the Academy 

in 2012. He served as the Academy’s president from 2023 to 2024. 

A former public school teacher and a member of UNC’s inaugural class of North Carolina Teaching Fellows, 

Houck holds a B.A. in English Education from UNC-Chapel Hill, an M.A. in Educational Policy Studies 

from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and a Ph.D. in Educational Leadership and Policy from 

Vanderbilt University. 

Select Research 

Abbott, K., Houck, E., & Lauen, D. L. (2022). Out of bounds: The implications of non-resident charter 

attendees for North Carolina educational policy and finance. In Recent advancements in education finance and 

policy (pp. 239–268). Information Age Publishing. https://doi.org/10.1108/979-8-88730-068-920251012 

Houck, E. (2025a). Values-in-tension; valuing tension: Framing education finance for the next generation. 

Journal of Education Finance and Law, 50(2), 99–106. 

Houck, E. (2025b). Valuing tension: Understanding public school funding. In Handbook of education policy 

research (2nd ed., pp. 1121–1234). American Educational Research Association. 

Houck, E., Hart, W., & Watson, J. (2024). State of the states: North Carolina. Journal of Education Human 

Resources, 42(1), 110–113. https://doi.org/10.3138/jehr-2023-0091 

Needham, C., & Houck, E. A. (2021). Allotting inequity: Evaluating North Carolina's classroom teacher 

funding. Journal of Education Human Resources. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.3138/jehr-

2020-0034 

Westbrook, P., Houck, E., Wood, R. C., & Thompson, D. (Eds.). (2023). Funding public schools in the United 

States, Indian Country, and US territories (2nd ed.). Information Age Publishing.  
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Cory Koedel, Ph.D. 
University of Missouri 

Cory Koedel is the Middlebush Professor of Economics and a Professor of 

Economics and Public Policy at the University of Missouri, where he has 

taught since 2007. An applied microeconomist, his research centers on the 

economics of education, especially teacher quality, compensation, and 

pensions, along with value-added measurement, school finance, curriculum 

evaluation, and the effectiveness of higher education institutions. 

Koedel has authored more than 80 research articles and reports and has 

received funding for his work from numerous federal agencies and 

philanthropic foundations. His research appears in leading journals including 

American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, Journal of Policy Analysis and 

Management, Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, and Education Finance and 

Policy, with recent studies examining weighted student funding in Tennessee and the limits of free and 

reduced-price meal eligibility as a measure of student poverty. He has served on technical advisory and review 

panels for school districts, state and federal agencies, and nonprofit organizations, and he currently serves on 

the editorial boards of Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, Education Finance and Policy, Journal of Research on 

Educational Effectiveness, and Research in Higher Education. 

Koedel holds B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees in economics from the University of California, San Diego. 

Select Research 

Candelaria, C. A., Fazlul, I., Koedel, C., & Shores, K. A. (2024). Weighting for progressivity? An analysis of 

implicit tradeoffs associated with weighted student funding in Tennessee. Economics of Education Review, 

103, Article 102600. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.econedurev.2024.102600 

Fazlul, I., Koedel, C., & Parsons, E. (2023a). Free and reduced-price meal eligibility does not measure student 

poverty: Evidence and policy significance. Economics of Education Review, 94, Article 102374. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.econedurev.2023.102374 

Fazlul, I., Koedel, C., & Parsons, E. (2023b). A poor poverty measure: To identify children in need, look 

beyond free lunch data. Education Next, 23(2), 48–53. https://www.educationnext.org/poor-poverty-

measure-identify-children-in-need-look-beyond-free-lunch-data/ 

Fazlul, I., Koedel, C., & Parsons, E. (2024). Measuring family income and student risk in public schools: A 

conceptual and empirical comparison of options. In T. A. Downes & K. M. Killeen (Eds.), What comes 

after lunch? Alternative measures of economic and social disadvantage and their implications for education research. 

Information Age Publishing. https://infoagepub.com/products/What-Comes-After-Lunch 

Fazlul, I., Koedel, C., & Parsons, E. (2025). Using predicted academic performance to identify at-risk students 

in public schools. Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 47(2), 458–476. 

https://doi.org/10.3102/01623737231212163 

Goldhaber, D., Koedel, C., Özek, U., & Parsons, E. (2022). Using longitudinal student mobility to identify at-

risk students. AERA Open, 8. https://doi.org/10.1177/23328584211071090 
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Lori L. Taylor, Ph.D. 
Texas A&M University 

Professor Lori L. Taylor is Head of the Department of Public Service and 

Administration and holds the Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Chair in 

Business and Government at the Bush School of Government & Public 

Service, Texas A&M University. Dr. Taylor currently serves as the Principal 

Investigator for the Texas Smart Schools Initiative. She is also a member of the 

Holdsworth Center Network of Scholars and serves on the Editorial Board for 

AERA Open and the Governing Board of the Regional Educational 

Laboratory (REL) Southwest. Dr. Taylor developed the National Center for 

Education Statistics’ Comparable Wage Index (CWI) and Comparable Wage 

Index for Teachers (CWIFT) and has written extensively on school finance 

issues, including the measurement of regional cost variations, the determinants 

of school district efficiency, and teacher compensation. In 2020, Dr. Taylor 

was named a Distinguished Fellow of Research and Practice by the National Education Finance Academy. 

Dr. Taylor holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Rochester. She earned both a B.A. in 

Economics and a B.S. in Business Administration from the University of Kansas. Prior to joining the Bush 

School, Dr. Taylor spent fourteen years as an economist and policy advisor in the Research Department of 

the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. She served as the Director of the Bush School’s Mosbacher Institute for 

Trade, Economics, and Public Policy from 2014 to 2018. 

Select Research 

Cornman, S. Q., Nixon, L. C., Spence, M. J., Taylor, L. L., & Geverdt, D. E. (2019). Education Demographic and 

Geographic Estimates (EDGE) program: American Community Survey Comparable Wage Index for Teachers (ACS-

CWIFT) (NCES 2018-130). U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. 

https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2018130 

Grosskopf, S., Hayes, K. J., Taylor, L. L., & Weber, W. L. (2017). Would weighted-student funding enhance 

intra-district equity in Texas? A simulation using DEA. Journal of the Operational Research Society, 68(4), 377–

389. https://doi.org/10.1057/jors.2015.93 

Taylor, L. L. (2020). A vision for regional cost adjustment: The 2020 hedonic wage index [Report]. Wyoming Select 

Committee on School Finance Recalibration. https://wyoleg.gov/InterimCommittee/2020/SSR-

2020102817-01_RCAVision_10-14-20.pdf 

Taylor, L. L. (2023). External cost adjustments for the Wyoming school funding model: 2023 [Report]. Wyoming 

Legislature. https://wyoleg.gov/InterimCommittee/2023/04-2023092702-

05_Externalcostadjustments2023FINAL.pdf 

Taylor, L. L., Gronberg, T. J., Jansen, D. W., & Bartlett, C. S. (2021). A study on geographic education cost variations 

and school district transportation costs [Report]. Texas Education Agency. https://tea.texas.gov/about-

tea/government-relations-and-legal/government-relations/hb3-transportation-report.pdf 

Taylor, L. L., Willis, J., Berg-Jacobson, A., Jaquet, K., & Caparas, R. (2018). Estimating the costs associated with 

reaching student achievement expectations for Kansas public education students: A cost function approach [Report]. 

WestEd.  

 

https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2018130
https://doi.org/10.1057/jors.2015.93
https://wyoleg.gov/InterimCommittee/2020/SSR-2020102817-01_RCAVision_10-14-20.pdf
https://wyoleg.gov/InterimCommittee/2020/SSR-2020102817-01_RCAVision_10-14-20.pdf
https://wyoleg.gov/InterimCommittee/2023/04-2023092702-05_Externalcostadjustments2023FINAL.pdf
https://wyoleg.gov/InterimCommittee/2023/04-2023092702-05_Externalcostadjustments2023FINAL.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/government-relations-and-legal/government-relations/hb3-transportation-report.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/government-relations-and-legal/government-relations/hb3-transportation-report.pdf

